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ABSTRACT:
Socioeconomic development and inequality are inextricably linked. For over a few decades now, studies in economic history have shown the parallel unfolding of economic and technological growth, on one side, and the increased concentration of economic resources and persistent exclusion of social groups from the benefits of development, on the other. However, the lack of connectivity between the scientific literatures on these two topics is significant. While some specific scholars have studied these joint trends, developmental and inequality scholars in general seem to be talking at cross purposes. This is the main conclusion we draw from analyzing 22.5 million research articles published between 1960 and 2024 indexed by the Open Alex collection. We describe the time trends of research in these two topics from 1960 to 2024, and build the citation networks among them for years 1995 to 2020. These two analyses demonstrate a great level of disconnection between these two fields with development studies being numerically dominant. We show and discuss the geographical and disciplinary cleavages that may underpin the lack of connectivity between these branches of the literature and explore their epistemological distance.
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BIO: 
Andrés Castro (Ph.D. in Demography & Sociology): I am a computational social scientist, sociologist, and demographer at the Computational Social Science and Humanities Programme of the Barcelona Supercomputing Center where I lead the Science and Technology Studies team. My research focuses on global inequalities in knowledge production, bibliometric analysis, and research assessment. I also work on population studies, with a particular emphasis on migration, fertility and family dynamics in the global South and among immigrant populations in global North countries. I have worked at several European research centers, including the National Institute for Demographic Research in Paris (France), the Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research in Rostock (Germany), and the Center for Demographic Studies in Barcelona (Spain).


