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Abstract 

Es�ma�ng intergenera�onal mobility o�en requires linking data across mul�ple sources. 

However, mistakes in record linkage can introduce biases in the subsequent es�mates. This paper 

studies inference for linear models using imperfectly linked data. We first show that point 

iden�fica�on of parameters given ambiguity in the linked data requires addi�onal assump�ons 

about the rela�onship between the informa�on used for record linkage and the informa�on used 

for model es�ma�on. Building on this result, we propose a new method which we call Robust 

Inference for Imperfectly Linked data (RIILink). We apply RIILink to re-examine intergenera�onal 

mobility in the United States between 1850 and 1940. 


