
OLIVER HART 
 

CITIZENSHIP: U.S. (British-born)     DATE: May 2009 
 

EDUCATION 
 

INSTITUTION DEGREE DATE
Princeton University Ph.D. in Economics 1974 
Warwick University M.A. in Economics 1972 
Cambridge University 
(King’s College) 

B.A. in Mathematics 1969 

 
FELLOWSHIPS AND HONORS 

 
Fellow, Econometric Society, 1979 
Hooker Lecturer, McMaster University, 1985 
National Science Foundation grants, 1986- 
Guggenheim Fellowship, 1987-88 
Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 1988 
Fisher-Schultze Lecturer, Econometric Society, 1988 
Woodward Lecturer, University of British Columbia, 1991 
Doctor, Honoris Causa, Free University of Brussels, 1992 
Clarendon Lecturer, Oxford University, 1993 
Honorary Doctor of Philosophy, University of Basel, Switzerland, 1994 
Wellington Burnham Lecturer, Tufts University, 1994 
Nancy L. Schwartz Lecturer, Northwestern University, 2000 
Corresponding Fellow of the British Academy, 2000 
Distinguished CES Fellow (Munich Lecturer), 2001 
Arrow Lecturer, Stanford University, 2002 
Fellow of the European Corporate Governance Institute, 2002 
McKenzie Lecturer, University of Rochester, 2003 
Karl Borch Lecturer, Norwegian School of Economics, 2003 
Raffaele Mattioli Lecturer, Milan, 2003 
John Raben Lecturer, Yale Law School, 2005-06 
Sukhamoy Chakravarty Memorial Lecturer, Delhi School of Economics, 2007 
(Inaugural) Coase Lecturer, London School of Economics, 2007 
Doctorate, Honoris Causa, Copenhagen Business School, 2009 
Doctorate, Honoris Causa, University Paris-Dauphine (2009) 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

EMPLOYMENT 
 
2000-03 Chairman, Department of Economics, Harvard University 
1997-  Andrew E. Furer Professor of Economics, Harvard University 
1993-97 Professor of Economics, Harvard University 

1 



2007 -  Honorary Professor, University of Warwick 
1999-2003 John M. Olin Visiting Professor of Law and Economics, Harvard Law School 
1997-  Centennial Visiting Professor, London School of Economics 
1992-93 BP Visiting Centennial Professor, London School of Economics 
1988-89 Marvin Bower Fellow, Harvard Business School 
1987-88 Visiting Scholar, Harvard Law School 
1985-93 Professor of Economics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
1984-85 Visiting Professor of Economics, MIT 
1981-85 Professor of Economics, London School of Economics 
1979-80 Visiting Senior Lecturer, Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania 
1975-81 Assistant Lecturer and then Lecturer in Economics, University of Cambridge 
1975-81 Fellow of Churchill College, University of Cambridge 
1974-75 Lecturer in Economics, University of Essex 
 
OTHER ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 
2007- International Board Member, Batya and Isachar Fischer Center for 

Corporate Governance and Capital Markets Regulation 
2007-   Member, Scientific Council, Barcelona Graduate School of Economics 
2006-   Senior Academic Advisor, Shanghai Jiao Tong University 
2006 Vice-President, American Economic Association (Nominating Committee 

2007, Program Committees 1998, 2007) 
2006-07 President, American Law and Economics Association (Vice President 

2005-06, Secretary-Treasurer 2004-05) 
2005- Member, Academic Advisory Committee of the Max Planck Institute for 

Research on Collective Goods 
2004- Member, Advisory Board, Center for Law, Economics & Financial 

Institutions, Copenhagen Business School 
1997-00  Associate Editor, Journal of Economic Perspectives 
1996 Member, Advisory Board, The New Palgrave Dictionary of Economics 

and the Law 
1995-03  Associate Editor, Quarterly Journal of Economics 
1991-98  Editorial Board, Journal of Economics and Management Strategy 
1990-   Research Associate, National Bureau of Economic Research 
1989-97  Member, Advisory Council, Princeton University Economics Department 
1989-96  Associate Editor, Journal of Accounting, Auditing, and Finance 
1988-93  Associate Editor, Games and Economic Behavior 
1987-89  Member of National Science Foundation Economics Panel 
1984-90 Editorial Advisory Board, Cambridge Surveys of Economic Literature, 

Cambridge University Press 
1984-87  At-Large Member, Executive Committee, Econometric Society 
1984-87  Associate Editor, Econometrica 
1983-89, 1994-99 Council Member, Econometric Society 
1983-84  Programme Director, Centre for Economic Policy Research, London 
1980 Member of Program Committee, Fourth World Congress of the 

Econometric Society 

2 



1979-83 Managing Editor, Review of Economic Studies (Assistant Editor 1978-79, 
Editorial Advisory Board 1975-88) 

1976-79  Associate Editor, Journal of Economic Theory 
1975-79 Coordinating Committee, Social Science Research Council Economic 

Theory Study Group, U.K. 
 

CONSULTING 
 
Academic Affiliate, Analysis Group 

Filed an expert report and provided deposition testimony in Black & Decker vs. U.S. 
Government 

 
FIELDS OF INTEREST 

 
Economic Theory 
Mathematical Economics 
Theory of the Firm 
Law and Economics 
Corporate Finance 
 

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Econometric Society 
American Economic Association 
American Law and Economics Association 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

BOOKS 
 
Firms, Contracts, and Financial Structure. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995. Translated 
into Chinese with Shanghai People’s Publishing House, 1998, into Italian with Giuffre Editore, 
1998, into Hungarian with Nimzeti Tankonyvkiado, 2004, and into Japanese with Keio 
University Press, 2005. Various chapters reprinted in other volumes. 
 
PAPERS IN JOURNALS 
 
"On the Application of Portfolio Theory to Depository Financial Intermediaries" (with D. M. 
Jaffee), Review of Economic Studies 4l (January 1974) 129-147. 
 
"On the Existence of Equilibrium in a Securities Model," Journal of Economic Theory 9 
(November 1974) 293-3ll. Reprinted in Temporary Equilibrium Selected Readings, Jean-Michel 
Grandmont (ed.), Academic Press, Inc., San Diego, CA (1988). 
 
"A Proof of the Existence of Equilibrium without the Free Disposal Assumption" (with H. W. 
Kuhn), Journal of Mathematical Economics 2 (December 1975) 335-343. 

3 
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"The Allocational Role of Takeover Bids in Situations of Asymmetric Information" (with S. 
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97 (February 1982) 109-138. Reprinted in Temporary Equilibrium Selected Readings, Jean-
Michel Grandmont (ed.), Academic Press, Inc., San Diego, CA. (1988). Reprinted in New 
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and Imperfect Competition, Jean-Pascal Bénassy (ed.), Edward Elgar Publishing Ltd., 1995. 
 
"Monopolistic Competition in a Large Economy with Differentiated Commodities: A 
Correction," Review of Economic Studies 49 (April 1982) 313-314. 
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 “Debt Enforcement around the World” (with S. Djankov, C. McLiesh, and A. Shleifer) Journal 
of Political Economy, 116(6) (December 2008) 1105-49. 
 
“Hold-up, Asset Ownership, and Reference Points,” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 124(1) 
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“Regulation and Sarbanes-Oxley”, Journal of Accounting Research, Vol. 47, No. 2 (May 2009) 
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"Comment on Joseph Stiglitz's Paper: 'Risk, Incentives and Insurance: The Pure Theory of Moral 
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